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Itis certainly not necessary to publish every data set with Eddy covariance
measurements, as the method is described in detail and comparative studies are
increasingly in demand. However, the location at Nam Co Lake is so interesting — also
because of climate change - that publication makes perfect sense.

As data has been available from the station for around 20 years, it would have been
possible to follow on from this (Li et al., 2015). Unfortunately, the review of relevant work
is limited to very few years. The introductory overview could be broadened here (Babel et
al., 2014;Miehe et al., 2019).

The reviewer has identified three issues that should be addressed in the necessary
revision:

1. The references should be more precise:

The eddy-covariance method has been well established for at least 20 years, apart from
minor issues that are not addressed in this publication. Therefore, publications that
have used this method in the last 10 years should not be cited; textbooks or similar
publications would be more suitable (Aubinet et al., 2012;Mauder et al., 2021).

Mauder & Foken (2006) is not a publication on flagging systems. Here, one could cite
Foken et al. (2004). For the 0-1-2 system used, the ICOS publication would be more
appropriate (Sabbatini et al., 2018).

With Footprint, you should mention the most recent summary (Leclerc and Foken,
2014).

2. Influence of Nam Co Lake

Although the Fig. 3 is not readable for colour-blind people (Crameri et al., 2020), please
correct, black and white if necessary, the influence in the NW sector is considerable.
How to correct this is explained by Biermann et al. (2014).

3. Energy balance closure

The area around Nam Co lake is so heterogeneous in terms of its underlying
characteristics that the problem cannot be ignored, see Mauder et al. (2020). This is all
the more important because the fluxes are very small but highly relevant (Gerken et al.,
2014;Gerken et al., 2015).

Conclusion: The work should be published, but requires significant revision beforehand.
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