Xiaofeng Li
Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

7 Nanhai Road, Qingdao, P. R. China
lixf(@qdio.ac.cn Tel. 01186 15692166976

To: Editor, Earth System Science Data

Subject: A new submission to Earth System Science Data

Apr 18, 2026
Dear Editors,

We thank the Editor for this careful final check and for pointing out the text-overlap
issue in Figure 3. We have revised Figure 3 in the resubmitted manuscript by adjusting
the placement and spacing of the in-panel annotations (including the CC, Bias, and
RMSE labels) to remove overlaps and improve readability in panels c, g, and the other
affected panels. The revised figure has been carefully checked throughout to ensure that
all in-panel text is clearly legible and consistently formatted. No data, statistics, figure
content, or scientific interpretation have been changed; this revision is purely graphical
and intended to improve presentation quality. The updated Figure 3 corresponds to the
scatterplot-based validation described in Section 4.1 and its caption in the revised
manuscript.
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Sincerely,

Haoyu Wang

Research Scientist

Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China
wanghy(@qdio.ac.cn, ORCID: 0000-0002-3500-6678
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Mengjiao Wang
PHD Student
Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China
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Xiaofeng Li
Research Scientist
Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China
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