
Response to Editor 
 

To facilitate the readability of these revision notes for the editor and reviewers, the 

comments to the author are in blue, whereas the responses are in black. 

 

Comments to the Author: 

Thank you for your revision. I only have a minor comment here. I’m still concerned 

that it is correct that Inland water and ocean are considered as non-snow types, since 

there would be lake ice covered by snow for inland water frozen during winters. 

Response: We appreciate the editor’s suggestion. For version 6 MODIS snow products, 

the products user guide indicates that lake ice is included in the NDSI_Snow_Cover 

layer, and the lake ice or inland waters can be masked where their location is mapped 

in bit 0 of the NDSI_Snow_Cover_Algorithm_Flags_QA (Riggs et al., 2019). We also 

checked the classification scheme in other related snow studies (e.g., Chen et al., 2020; 

Huang et al., 2018; Huang et al., 2020; Li et al., 2020), the inland water and ocean are 

also reclassidied as non-snow types. 
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