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Revisions were made based on reviewer’s comment and our discussions, which greatly 

update my understanding of the dataset. They include following aspects.  

 

 
Author reply:  

the potential value of our dataset is shown, the idea of virtual examination to specimens 

(VES) is proposed and emphasized to the revised manuscript. This is the major revision 

of the manuscript – a new understanding of the dataset. It is not only a collection of 

images, but a multi-dimensional data with scientific value.  

 

 

Author reply:  

The dataset is updated and the newly uploaded to share. According to the editor, we still 

use the same DOI, for it includes updating. We re-organized all images and assured that 

every specimen image shows with the scale in its own photo or separated photo. Now 

the updated dataset includes 2951 images and the whole size is 10.4 G. every scaled 

photo file is named with a postfix S. The image name consists of the number of 

specimen and the species name. One only trouble is that the volume of the whole dataset 

is quite large. It takes a while to upload and download all files. 

Now it is ensured that every specimen is shown with additional scale bar and that any 

measurement to the fossil is available. The visualization tool will be improving for 

better fulfil the VES.   
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Author reply:  

This is a good question. Bio-stratigraphy, or correlation using fossil data, so far is still 

a common and normal method in stratigraphy and GSSP, the work of which is still 

ongoing globally and approved by international commission on stratigraphy. Of course 

fossil record might be diachronous in different sediment settings, but such discussion 

is beyond the scope of this study. We here just show the dataset-concerned fossils have 

significance in current study.  

 

 

 

Author reply:  

Duplicate part of data description, of the whole manuscript, was deleted. Contents were 

re-organized. And the English wording was checked by software (Grammar) and 

authors. Graptolite experts who help curating specimens are mentioned in 

acknowledgments part. Opinion data, or comment from different authors are 

emphasized and was merged into the dataset. 

 

 


