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A general comment on the terminology for the entire document. The term “deforesta-
tion” as used in the document does not fully correspond to the widely regognized FRA
definition of deforestation which is a change of land use from forest to another land use.
Deforestation as used in this document is the net loss of forest area which includes the
combined effect of deforestation and forest expansion.

Also, the term Forest land as used here correspond to the Forest area (Forest with the
FRA definition) at the end of each period and not necessary exactly to forest land or
forest land remaining forest land according to IPCC.

I think a clarification of these two concepts in the beginning would help the further
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thank you, noted and accepted. We have switched to using the original FAOSTAT term ''net forest conversion''  and proceeded to add text in the methods section, explaining the nature of the net vs gross fluxes

Tubiello
Sticky Note
yes, but the international UN land use definition (also used in FAOSTAT domains) uses the term ''forest land'' (and we refer to forest land area. We nonetheless have added a hopefully complete explanation in methods regarding the possible differences between the FAO and IPCC/UNFCCC definitions.
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understanding of the document.

Interactive comment on Earth Syst. Sci. Data Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-2020-203,
2020.
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done, by inserting a full description of the differences at the outset, in the methods section of the paper.


