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Based on the trail of reviews, comments, and responses, the manuscript ESSD-2019-
4 suffers from serious flaws, both in scientific content and form. The Journal ESSD is
devoted to the publication of new data concerning the planet Earth, rather than data in-
terpretation. In this particular case, the discussed data even refer to another planetary
body. The manuscript does not provide details on how to retrieve data from the NASA
repository. The authors processed publicly available data, but neither produced nor
shared an improved derived dataset of their own. The results of reviews recommended
outright rejection in two of six cases during the public discussion phase. In addition,
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the manuscript has been criticized by the Mars research community. ESSD serves the
earth system research community with high-quality data with potential for reuse. This
manuscript fails to provide it and gives users neither hint nor guidance to the validity
of the product. According to the above considerations, the editorial team recommends
rejecting this manuscript.
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