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GENERAL COMMENTS

The data base provided by the authors is perfectly in line with current research needs
in marine benthic ecology, especially regarding spatial scale-dependent processes. Its
scientific value is strongly supported by high quality papers. The description of the data
base, including biotic and abiotic aspects, is clearly detailed in the manuscript. In its
present version, | think that this work is publishable, after a minor clarification (specific
comments).
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS

| have only one minor comment. In the recent years, the World Register of Marine
Species (http://www.marinespecies.org/index.php) has gained increasing authority in
providing valid scientific names of marine species. In order to facilitate international
data sharing and ensure standardisation, | think that the authors should ensure scien-
tific name checking.

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

| did not found any technical correction to be done.
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