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ESSD, in company with all Copernicus journals, promotes and honours open discus-
sion processes. However, for this particular manuscript and dataset - submitted in
careful compliance with ESSD’s ‘Living Data’ practice - at this particular time we adopt
a closed non-public process during review. We take this unusual step to prevent too-
early release, misuse or mis-attribution. We cooperate with partner organisations and
journals to achieve simultaneous high-impact announcement. At the time of release,
anticipated for early December, all materials - original manuscript, reviews, author re-
sponses, revised manuscript, etc. - will become fully open and accessible. I note that
the prior version - Global Carbon Budget 2017 (https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-10-405-
2018) - published in ESSD in March 2018 underwent rigorous comprehensive review
and associated public discussion, with all reviews, comments and revisions openly
available then and now to interested readers.
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