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General comments: The authors present a new gridded 5km daily air temperature and
wind speed for Europe, which currently extends from 2001-2010. It should be noted
that they plan to increase the length of the record in future releases. As regional climate
modeling simulations go to ever-higher resolutions such datasets will prove invaluable
resources for evaluation and validation. The techniques applied here are a two-stage
regression Kriging interpolation to station data from the SYNOP network and ECA&D
data. As with all such approaches regions with sparse coverage suffer from the largest
uncertainties. The presentation is thorough and the techniques are described and de-
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fended in detail. The accuracy of the resulting dataset appears to be adequate. A
longer record however will be needed before robust statistics can be calculated. As a
general comment it would be extremely useful for the authors to add a few sentences
in the conclusions, which provide some guidance to potential users of this dataset. For
example, are their regions/sub-regions for which the accuracy is not acceptable and
should be treated with caution? Are there best practices, which the authors would rec-
ommend to users of the dataset? Generally users of these datasets are advanced and
but this is not always the case. Often users take these gridded interpolated datasets
as “ground truth” without regard for the errors, which stem from small-scale variabil-
ity, methodology, measurement/station inaccuracies, etc. The authors address many
these issues in the text but do not put them into context. Doing so would be a great
service to the community. The manuscript is in nearly publishable form. However, the
text should be checked for grammar and spelling. Other than the modest suggestion
above there are no serious shortcomings to address. I recommend publish with (very)
minor revisions.

Interactive comment on Earth Syst. Sci. Data Discuss., 8, 649, 2015.

C343

http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net
http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/8/C342/2015/essdd-8-C342-2015-print.pdf
http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/8/649/2015/essdd-8-649-2015-discussion.html
http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/8/649/2015/essdd-8-649-2015.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

