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The paper presents a brief introduction to the assessment of nutrient data selected for
entry into the CARINA data base.

A problem with reviewing this paper is that it is one of series that will appear in special
edition. The paper therefore makes various assumptions about the reader’s knowledge
- knowledge which is not actually available at the moment. I will make few suggestions
that should allow the paper to be more free standing.

The work of CARINA is very useful exercise indeed however it would be useful to
have clearer definition of what is covered in the GLODAP database and similarly what
the time constraints on CARINA are. This should appear in the first few lines of the
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introduction.

page 68 line 2. It should be spelled out what the differences in approach are to those
of Gouetski and Janke.

page 68 lines 11 -16 It is worthwhile making the comment about they way nitrate/nitrite
data tends to be carelessly reported - just to encourage people to be more careful.

Similarly I would like to see a reference to some of the work that has been done over
the years using inter-comparison exercises to improve the comparability of results from
different laboratories (e,g. Aminot and Kirkwood, 1995). This mantle has recently been
taken over by Aoyama (Aoyama et al 2008) who has successfully got endorsement for
a joint ICES/IOC study group on nutrients standards. It is the lack of suitable reference
materials that sets limit on the inter-comparability that can be achieved in the measure-
ments of nutrients between labs and cruises. This is particularly true for silicate. This
should be mentioned in on page70 around line 1. An “advert” for Aoyama’s work would
not be in appropriate here.

Page 69 line 13 I don’t understand what the authors mean by “somewhat optimistic” I
would like this to be expanded on.

Page 70 line 15. A more precise web address needs to be given. Today I could not find
“All the results ..” only the original data sets.

Page 70 line 16 By “In this section ..” do they actually mean section 4.1

Page 71 It would be useful to repeat in this paper how the new CARINA cruise names
have be derived.

Pages 71-89 The notes on the individual cruises are useful.

Page 94 The OMEX I data are included in this data base as one cruise this in inap-
propriate. The data where collected by 3 main groups and the offsets between those
groups are significant as discussed by Hydes et al 2001.
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